Iodine is a medicament which we constantly wish to use, and is best applied locally. Its counter-irritant and antiseptic action are well known and constantly made use of. Two disadvantages attending the use of ordinary preparations of it, however, are the fact that it stains the skin, and is apt to cause too much superficial irritation. There are, nevertheless, certain preparations of iodine on the market which are colourless, but there is some doubt as to whether the iodine in these preparations is sufficiently labile to exert its pharmacological action. The preparation before us does not stain the skin and does not cause much superficial irritation, although it is a strong preparation of iodine, containing 5 per cent.: theB.P. ointment contains 4 per cent. Kelpionmust be rubbed on the skin until the colour of the preparation disappears. It differs, too, from most other forms of iodine used therapeutically, in that it contains no iodide of potash. Ivelpion consists of a loose compound of iodine with certain heavy hydrocarbon oils. By rubbing this substance on the skin the iodine is liberated and absorbed and the hydrocarbon oil base is left behind ani acts a3 an emollient.
